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Come Jo 
The Right 


American Family Life Insurance has 
served your i for over 35 years. 
Our financial strength is built on 
quality investments, sound 
management PaaS and reliable 
claim paying ability-keeping us strong 
and our policyholders secure. 


When it comes to life insurance, come 
to the right place ... American Family 
Life Insurance. Call us today. 


_——_- 


AUTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE 
AMERICAN FAMILY LIFE INSURANCE CO. 
Home Office - Madison, Wisconsin 53783 


EXECUTIVE 


Brent White, Team Industries, Lincoln 
Mike Webb, Barry’s Bar & Grill, Lincoln 
Terry Randone, Midwest Hair Replacement, Omaha 


Jim Bish, Winning Intersports Nostalgia, Manassas, Va. 


Jim Heckman, Sports Image, Seattle, Wash. 
Donald R. Peterson, FirsTier, Omaha 

Fern Spencer, FirsTier, Lincoln 

Quality Buick Dealers, Nebraska 

Rick Heuertz, Mid-Continent Bottlers, Omaha 
Mike Stoman, Mid-Continent Bottlers, Omaha 
Susan Stoehr, N Street Drive-In, Lincoln 

Leland Holdt, Security Mutual Life, Lincoln 

Tom Henning, Security Mutual Life, Lincoln 

Jeff Willard, Best Wester Regency West Hotel, Omaha 
Al Gilmore, Blue Cross & Blue Shield, Omaha 
Kathy McMichael, Husker Heaven, Omaha 

First National Bank of Omaha 

Gary M. Baker, American Family Insurance, Omaha 
Kirkpatrick Pettis, Omaha, Lincoln, Columbus 


Borsheim’s Fine Jewelry, Omaha 


Carper’s “O” Street Carpet, Lincoln 

David Kovar, Pearle Vision Center, Lincoln, Grand Island 

Jeff Jarecke, CableVision, Lincoln 

Dean Jessick, Husker Glass, Inc., Omaha & Lincoln 

D. Doc Chaves, Ameritas Life Insurance, Lincoln 

Ron Wolfe, Diamond Vogel Paint Center, Omaha 

Mike Pawloski, Continental Pool & Spa, Inc., Omaha 

Clarence G. Albertson, Cornhusker International Trucks, Inc., Lincoln 
L, Livingston, Big Red Shop, Lincoln 

Ronald J. Palagi Law Offices, Omaha 

John & Mike Lindley, Lindleys Men’s Wear, Omaha 

John “Bubba” Lawlor, Lawlor’s Sporting Goods, Omaha, Lincoln 
Howard Misle, Park Place Chevrolet & Imports, Inc., Lincoln 
Mark Matousek, Lincoln Telephone/Cellular, Lincoln, Omaha 
Blair Vogel, Diamond Products, Marshalltown, lowa 

Randy Heying, Vogel Graphic Services, Orange City, lowa 

Gary Michaels Clothiers, Hastings 

Jack Bock, Beef Club President, UNL 

Don Bryant, Touchdown Club, UNL 

Heidi Cuca, Marketing Manager, Nebraska Athletics 


SALUTE TO OUR NU BOOSTERS 


Become a part of another 
Big Red sellout season! 


Introducing the University of Nebraska — Lincoln Alumni 
Association MasterCard® card from MBNA America’. 


When was the last time a credit card reminded you of the excitement of a 
UNL football game, relaxing with friends on campus, or discussing current 
events with distinguished faculty members? 


The UNL Alumni Association MasterCard® card, available as a specially 
designed Preferred or Gold MasterCard card, not only recalls your college 
days — it also helps support the UNL Alumni Association. That's because 
MBNA America, the cards’ issuer, gives a donation to the Association with 
each purchase you make with the UNL Alumni Association card. 


What better way to raise eyebrows in Norman, Boulder or any other rival 
town, than by presenting a credit card featuring the UNL 100th football 
stadium sellout? From now on, the stadium will be a key reminder of the 
many valuable benefits available only to UNL alumni and friends through 
the Preferred or Gold MasterCard card. 


Call now to apply for your UNL Alumni Association card. Show your 
pride in Nebraska and your support for the Alumni Association. 
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MBNA America representatives are at your service 
24 hours a day, 365 day a year. Dial toll free: 


1-800-847-7378 


MBNA America® is a federally registered service mark of MBNA America Bank, N.A. 
MasterCard® is a federally registered service mark of MasterCard International, Inc. used 
pursuant to license. ©1994 MBNA America Bank, N.A. 
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10 The Hard Way 


Nebraska has developed a reputation for being a haven 
for walk-ons, but proposed NCAA legislation could all 
but kill the dreams of the players who have had to make 
it to Division I-A. .. 

by Mike Babcock 


22 The Quiet Backer 


He’s not flashy. And campaigning for awards isn’t his 
style. But line up Donta Jones against an offense and 
watch the fireworks begin. 

by Mike Friend 


24 Familiar Surroundings 
Nebraska Wesleyan’s new head coach and former 
Husker linebacker, Steve Stanard, has hired four former 
NU players to help him keep his program at the top. 


by Mark Derowitsch 
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Our next issue (Oct. 22 — Vol. 14, No. 13) will review Kansas State and preview the Missouri game. 
Recruiting will focus on linebackers. 
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mong the high school quar- 

: \ terbacks Nebraska attempted 

to recruit last year were a 

couple who might have accepted 

scholarships from the Cornhuskers, 

if not for the presence of Tommie 
Frazier. 

“Having Tommie has been more 
of a blessing than a curse, but there 
has been a downside, too,” Coach 
Tom Osborne said during his weekly 
news conference on the Tuesday fol- 
lowing his team’s victory against 
Pacific. 

While Osborne met with 
reporters, Frazier was spending 
a third day in the hospital, 
being tested and treated for a 
blood clot, which had been 
detected Sunday morning. 

Suddenly, Nebraska faced 
the prospect of playing without 
Frazier. And the Cornhuskers’ 
lack of depth at quarterback 
became an issue. 

Until recently, Nebraska has 
had an abundance of quarter- 


backs in any given season. == : 
Going into the fall of 1991, for exam- 


ple, there were nine: Mickey Joseph, 
Keithen McCant, Tom Haase, Mike 
Grant, Matt Jones, Todd Gragnano, 
Clester Johnson, Brook Berringer 
and Tony Veland. 

Joseph, McCant and Haase, the 
only walk-on among the nine, were 
fifth-year seniors. Grant, also a 
senior, would redshirt that season. 
Jones and Gragnano were in their 
second year at Nebraska. Johnson — 
who would switch positions imme- 
diately — along with Berringer and 
Veland, were incoming freshmen. 

Three years later, Berringer, 
Veland and Johnson remain. But 
only Berringer is a quarterback. 

And he’s the only one of Frazier’s 
backups on scholarship. 

“We really don’t have a No. 3 
tight now,” Osborne said of the 
quarterback situation that day. 

After Berringer, a junior like 
Frazier, there is Matt Turman, a 
sophomore walk-on from Wahoo, 
Neb. 

Monte Christo, a freshman walk- 
on from Kearney, Neb., has shown 
potential, but is redshirting. He 
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The Cupboard Is Bare 


Tommie Frazier’s presence, along with poor attitudes toward 
playing time, have caused NU trouble recruiting quality quarterbacks 


By MIKE BABCOCK 


couldn’t have played then anyway, 
because of a cast on one thumb. 

In a pinch, Osborne said, the 
Cornhuskers would have to turn to 
Veland, whose development as a 
free safety was accelerated by the 
loss of Mike Minter for the remain- 
der of the season with a knee injury. 

Nebraska is well-stocked with I- 
backs: Lawrence Phillips, Clinton 
Childs, Damon Benning and junior 
college transfer Brian Knuckles, who 
is sitting out as a redshirt. But the 


5} With Tommie 
Frazier 
owning the 
starting job, 
in-state 
quarterbacks 
Todd Doxzon 
and Scott 
Frost left for 
lowa State 
and Stanford, 
respectively, 


quarterback situation provides evi- 
dence of a change in attitude among 
the nation’s most heavily recruited 
high school players, according to 
Osborne. They lack patience to wait 
for their turn in the spotlight. 

“Fifteen or 20 years ago, people 
would come to your program and 
be willing to sit for two or three 
years,” Osborne said. Athletes, even 
the best, were satisfied with playing 
for a couple seasons. 

At Nebraska, most freshmen 
would play on the junior varsity 
team, which has been legislated out 
of existence by the NCAA, then red- 
shirt and be prepared to contribute 
by their third season, at the earliest. 

True freshmen who played with 


the varsity were rare. And they 
almost never played quarterback. 
Now, “everybody wants to be the 
guy,” Osborne said. Immediately. 

So when blue chip high school 
quarterbacks looked at Nebraska 
and saw Frazier with two seasons of 
eligibility remaining, they decided to 
go elsewhere rather than be in his 
shadow. 

Because of Frazier, Ben Rutz, the 
other scholarship quarterback in 
Frazier’s 1992 recruiting class, trans- 
ferred to an Oklahoma junior col- 
lege. Because of Frazier, Nebraska 
told Scott Frost, a talented athlete 
from Wood River, Neb., that he 
would be the only quarterback it 
would take in 1993. Frost, whose 
father, Larry, was a football letter- 
man at Nebraska, considered the 
Cornhuskers but settled on Stanford 
because the Cardinal offense seemed 
more suited to his goal of playing in 
the NFL one day. 

Not getting Frost “hurt us,” 
Osborne said. Todd Doxzon, an 
option quarterback from Omaha 
who also spurned the Huskers, like- 
ly would have been pursued more 
aggressively had Nebraska known 
Frost wasn’t coming. 

“We'd have taken Todd Doxzon 
in a minute,” Osborne said. “Todd 
was a good player who would have 
come here.” Instead, Doxzon went to 
Iowa State, where he started last sea- 
son as a true freshman. 

No Frost and no Doxzon meant 
the Cornhuskers got no scholarship 
quarterbacks in their 1993 recruiting 
class. And they got only one in 1994 
— Jon Elder, who transferred before 
ever giving it a chance. He left 
Nebraska for Wayne (Neb.) State 
College. 

The presence of Frazier had noth- 
ing to do with Elder’s decision to 
leave, Osborne said. But it left the 
Cornhuskers with fewer quarter- 
backs than at any time in recent sea- 
sons. 

Because of Frazier, and perhaps 
more importantly because of the 
change in attitude, “it’s more diffi- 
cult to recruit a so-called top quar- 
terback,” said Osborne. As a result, 
it’s definitely a priority now. 


Nebraska Athletic Scholarship D: i 
ipa perconsl aencionl MOEA ECE UNIVERSITY OF 
Cornhusker Athletic Program, sharing in the 

NEBRASKA 


victories and championships, and assisting 
deserving student-athletes in all 21 sports. 


The cost of providing these academic and 
athletic opportunities has increased dramati- 
cally over the past few years. Although only two of the 21 sports offered 
at the University of Nebraska are “revenue producing" sports, the Athletic 
Department has remained a self-supporting auxiliary unit. It is one of 
the few institutions in the nation that receives NO state appropriations, 
institutional assistance or student fees. 


Scholarship 
Donor Levels 
Tickets 

and 

Parking 
Information 


Continued financial assistance from individuals and corporations who 
believe in Nebraska Athletics will allow us to maintain nationally 
prominent programs that provide our student-athletes the opportunity to 
excel, and exciting events for our fans. Scholarship donors receive 
certain benefits as outlined on the graph below. Donations are tax 
deductible, as allowed by law. You should consult your tax adviser to 
determine specific tax advantages. Most important, your support 
directly benefits the young men and women athletes attending this 
institution. 
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YES, | want to become a Nebraska Athletic Scholarship Donor by becoming a member in the club that | have marked below: 


1 Director's Club * $5,000 and up © Big Red Cattle Club * $500 - $999 - Check payable to Big Red Cattle Club 

O Husker Award Gold « $2,000 - $4,999 0 Touchdown Club « $250 - $499 - Check payable to Touchdown Club of Nebraska 
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(Checks payable to University of Nebraska 
Foundation for the four clubs above) 
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Rolling Along 

It took 11 matches to get the 
Nebraska volleyball team excited 
about an opponent. And when the 
Huskers finally got some stiff com- 
petition, they were ready for it. 

Nebraska improved to 11-0 witha 
15-5, 15-6, 10-15, 17-15 win against 
17th ranked New Mexico on Sept. 24 
in the Arby’s Classic at the NU 
Coliseum. Nebraska was the only 
team to go 2-0 in the tournament. 

“We were pumped up,” Nebraska 
middle blocker Allison Weston said. 
“We've been ready for this for a 
long, long time. We were waiting to 
get some competition, and we finally 
did.” 

Weston was one of the primary 
reasons why the Huskers disposed 
to New Mexico — the last team to 
beat Nebraska in the Coliseum — 
so quickly. The 1993 All-American 
led the Huskers with 28 kills and a 
412 attack percentage, second- and 
third- best in the nation, respective- 
ly. 

Weston also slammed down the 
match-winning kill, preventing New 
Mexico from getting a chance to 
extend the match to five games. 

“Weston is just Weston,” 
Nebraska Coach Terry Pettit said. 
“Your best players have to play their 
best volleyball against best teams. 
Everybody on the team understands 
she had to have a big night. 

“The team feeds off her. She 
makes an athletic and intense play, 
and pretty soon people pick up on 
that.” 

Peggy Meyer also played well 


With middle blocker Jen 
McFadden (right) sidelined with 
back problems, Coach Terry 
Pettit (above) has counted on 
veterans to step forward. 

against the Lobos. Filling in for the 
injured Jen McFadden, Meyer had a 
career-high 17 kills and hit .500. 

Meyer had her first start of the 
season the previous night in a three- 
game victory against Pittsburgh. In 
that match, she had 10 kills. 

“Y’m so impressed with Peggy 
Meyer,” Weston said. “She came in 
and played outrageous. She played 
the match of her life (against New 
Mexico).” 

McFadden, who is suffering from 


WHO Sm nA 
Bikey 


In the feature “A 

Natural Born Killer” 

(October 1, 1994) on 

All-America 

| candidate Kelly 
Aspegren (right), 

Huskers Illustrated 

incorrectly published 

a picture of Allison 

Weston in fo te 

Aspegren’s place. We (iF 

apologize for this 

error. — Editor 


back spasms, may miss 
more action. Pettit said he’s 
glad he can count on a vet- 
eran like Meyer, a senior, 
to come off the bench. 

“We're fortunate in that 
Peggy is an experienced 
player, and if you don’t 
pay attention, she can hurt 
you offensively,” Pettit 
said. 

Meyer understands her 
role. 

“I'm always ready to 
come in and do whatever 
the team needs,” she said. 
“Jen (McFadden) needed a 
little rest, and we're ata 
time of the year when she 
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can afford to. 

“You can’t say you're not happy 
about starting — you definitely are 
— but you don’t want it to happen 
under these circumstances.” 

Weston was named captain of 
the all-tournament team for her 


also featured 
and 


effort. The team 
Nebraska's Peggy Meyer 
Christy Johnson. 

The final match of the tournament 
was watched by a crowd of 4,577, an 
NU Coliseum record. 


Yeah right, you’re a player 
You would think that, with foot- 
ball as big as it is in Nebraska, play- 
ers’ faces would be as recognizable 
as rock stars or such. But 
that wasn’t the case for [> 7 | 
Barron Miles and Zach | g 
Wiegert the day of the 
Pacific game (Sept. 24). 
Wiegert (right) tried to 
enter the stadium office in 
order to get to the locker 
room before the game. On 
game day a security staff is 
deployed to keep curious 
visitors from swamping the 
football offices. Wiegert * 


was detained by this staff Do you know thi this sideline, 


despite his claim that it was man? 
necessary for him to enter 
so he could get dressed for the game. 
Many people thought it was 
amusing that a guy up for all of the 
major lineman awards, including the 
Outland and Lombardi, wasn’t rec- 
ognized by staff at his own stadium. 
Luckily for the security personnel, 
Wiegert wasn’t too upset by the 
delay. 
Of course, any person willing to 


stand guard at the front door of the 
football offices all Saturday, and do 
so without a radio, must not have 
any interest in Nebraska football. So 
how can we blame them for 
not recognizing Wiegert? 
After all, he is such a 
| wimpy-looking guy, right? 

Miles, who was taken 
into the training room after 
being injured early in the 
second half in a mid-air col- 
lision while diving for a 
Pacific pass down the side- 
= line, later came out wearing 
= his street clothes. 

Miles approached the 
where he 

planned to watch the rest 

of the game. Another 
security person was in charge of 
admittance to the sidelines and 
manned the gate on the fence. Miles 
was not recognized and therefore 
not admitted. 

After some discussion and identi- 
ty was established, Miles was 
allowed in. 

It is easier to believe that Miles, 
5-foot-8, 165 pounds, was less identi- 


fiable as a player than Wiegert, 
Trivia Check 


Q: Before Brook Berringer’s start 
in the Oct. 1 game against Wyoming, 
who had been the last person to start 
at quarterback for the Huskers other 
than Tommie Frazier? You don’t 
bleed red if you don’t know this. 

A: Mike Grant started the 
Oklahoma State game in 1992. 


Q: Who was the last player to 
play both ways for the Huskers? 
This question is easy, but a lot of you 
may already have forgotten. 

A: Current New Orleans Saints 
return specialist Tyrone Hughes. 
Hughes played wingback as well as 
cornerback. 


Q: What is Tom Osborne’s 
favorite brand of hamburger? This is 
a tough one, but anyone with a heart 
condition should be able to answer. 

A: Because Osborne is on a low- 
fat diet to control cholestero! levels, 
his choice is Boca Burgers — a fat- 
free, meatless patty. According to 
Osborne, they are rather tasty. Hi 


A HUSKER TRADITION FOR 36 YEARS! 


J 


BAR & GRILL 
9th & Q, Lincoln, Neb. 


Open 11 a.m. to 1 a.m. 

Lunch specials 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Grill open 11 a.m.-10 p.m. 
Happy hours 4:30-6:30 p.m. M-F 
Big party? Call us! 

476-6511, or stop by 9th and Q 


The closest food & fun to the stadium. 
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Nebraska has developed a 
reputation for being a haven for 
walk-ons, but proposed NCAA 
legislation could all but kill the 
dreams of the players who have 
had to make it to Division I-A... 


By Mike Babcock 


oel Wilks had to swallow his 

pride in order to come to 

Nebraska to play football. The 
*“iternative was Northern Illinois. 

“It was tough,” Wilks said. “It 
came down to a last-minute deci- 
sion.” 

Northern Illinois offered a schol- 
arship. Nebraska offered one, too. 
But not until after two years. Wilks, 
from Hastings, Neb., would have to 
walk-on and prove himself first. 


“I was getting opinions from 
everybody,” he said. “In my heart, 
deep down, I knew I was a Husker.” 

Nevertheless, “I spent a lot of 
nights staying awake, trying to 
decide what to do,” said Wilks. 

Matt Shaw didn’t have to think 
twice about walking-on at Nebraska, 
even though there wasn’t the 
promise of a scholarship for him 
after two years. There was no men- 
tion of a scholarship at all. But that 

didn’t matter. 


; ry The day Cornhusker assis- 
ta 


nt coach Dan Young came to 


to talk to him about walking- 
| on at Nebraska, Shaw made his 
decision. He had no doubts. 

“T knew what Coach Young 
was there for, and I knew pret- 
ty much what I was going to 
do,” he said. Shaw was just 
happy for the opportunity. 

Wilks and Shaw are fifth- 
year seniors now, and starters 
#— Wilks at offensive left 


— guard, Shaw at tight end. They 


are among 14 walk-ons on the 
Cornhuskers’ top two units, 
including kickers. They are sur- 
vivors. 

“It’s been a wonderful expe- 
rience,” said Shaw. “If I had it 
~| to do all over, I'd do it again.” 


| Offensive lineman Joel 

s Wilks (76) was unpopular 
among teammates when he 
tried to make a name for 
himself as a walk-on. 


Shaw would have been a prime 
candidate for Least Likely to 


Succeed when he arrived at 
Nebraska in the fall of 1990. He 
weighed, at most, 185 pounds, and it 
had been nearly two years since he 
had played football. During the sec- 
ond game of his senior season at 
Northeast High, he suffered a bro- 
ken bone in his back. 

His main claim to athletic fame 
that year was making a three-quarter 
court shot in the championship 
game of the Nebraska Class A bas- 
ketball tournament. Basketball, how- 
ever, wasn’t his best sport, much less 
his favorite. 

He wasn’t tall enough, for one 
thing. For another, “I wasn’t a good 
enough shot,” Shaw said. 

Because of the back injury, he 
wasn’t even certain why Nebraska 
was interested in him in the first 
place. He had attended the Big Red 


Football Camp during the summer 
after his junior year and had not 
done particularly well in physical 
testing. For example, he was timed 
in 5.1 in the 40-yard dash, not the 
sort of speed the Cornhuskers want 
in a tight end. And especially one 
who is under-sized. 

The camp experience caused him 
to question his own ability. But his 
attitude was a different matter. 

Shaw grew up a Cornhusker foot- 
ball fan. He sold soda pop at games 
in Memorial Stadium. He went to 
Photo Day and collected autographs. 
After games, he was among the 
youngsters at the restraining rope 
that allows players to make their 
way to the locker room beneath the 
South Stadium, pleading for their 
wristbands. 

“Now, it’s a reality check for me 
when a little kid wants a wristband,” 
Shaw said. “I was that little kid 


Photos by Bob Berry 


once.” 

By the time he got to high school, 
he was determined to play football 
at Nebraska. “Being a young football 
player (growing up in the state and 
not only that, in Lincoln), that 
should be anybody’s goal,” he said. 
As a result, no matter what hap- 
pened, “I wasn’t going to quit. They 
were going to have to cut me. It 
wasn’t going to be my choice to 
leave.” 

Wilks was no less determined, a 
fact that made him unpopular 
among many of his older 
Cornhusker teammates those first 
couple of seasons. Early on, “I had to 
make a name for myself,” he said. 
“What I tried to do is practice hard. I 
got in fights all the time. The coaches 
notice you, see that you’re tough and 
a hard worker.” 

He went full-speed, on the scout 
squad, against first-team players. 


Matt Shaw grew up on 
Cornhusker football selling soda 
pop at games as a kid. 


“They don’t like that,” Wilks said. 
“But you try to make them better 
and yourself better, too. It’s paid off 
for me.” 

Like Shaw, Wilks would do it all 
over again, the same way, if given 
the chance. If he had accepted the 
scholarship from Northern Illinois, 
“T wouldn't have had any (Big Eight) 
championships,” said Wilks. 

And if he had gone to the United 
States Military Academy at West 
Point, another possibility, “I’d be 
done. I wouldn’t even be playing 
now. I’m glad I came here.” 

It doesn’t take much to imagine a 
day when athletes like Wilks and 
Shaw won't be able to realize their 
dreams of representing Nebraska on 
the football field. The NCAA, in its 
cost-containment frenzy, is signifi- 
cantly limiting opportunities for 
walk-ons. 


“I wasn’t going to 

quit. They (football 

coaches) were 
going to 
have to cut 


going to be 
my choice 
to leave.” 
— Matt Shaw 
former walk-on and 
starting tight end 


The NCAA Presidents 
Commission recently considered leg- 
islation that would have limited 
Division I-A football rosters to 105. 
The legislation, which was rejected 
this time, would affect walk-ons 
most. 

Already, the NCAA has eliminat- 
ed junior varsity programs. Wilks 
and Shaw both played for 
Nebraska’s final junior varsity team 
when they were freshmen in 1990. “I 
got a lot out of that,” said Shaw. 
“That was good for me to not get 
thrown in with the varsity guys right 
away. I was able to develop.” 

Shaw is vocal in his belief that 
athletes should be allowed to walk- 
on. To suggest otherwise, he said, 
“strikes a nerve with me.” 
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The cost is minimal when com- 
pared to the amount of money gen- 
erated by a major college football 
program such as Nebraska’s. “It’s a 
multi-million dollar business,” Shaw 
said. “They supply the equipment. 
But walk-ons pay for the rest.” 

Nebraska has developed a reputa- 
tion for being a haven for walk-ons, 
a rich tradition of players who 
walked-on and succeeded. One of 
the first was Langston Coleman, a 
rugged defensive end from 
Washington, D.C., who lettered for 
Bob Devaney’s teams in the mid- 
1960s. Jimmy Williams, also a walk- 
on defensive end, earned All- 
America recognition in 1981. 

Several Cornhusker captains in 
recent seasons have been walk-ons, 
including Gerald Armstrong in 1993, 
Jim Scott and John Parrella in 1992, 
David Edeal in 1990, and Mark 
Blazek in 1988. Blazek and Edeal, 
Academic All-Americans as well, are 
evidence of the success walk-ons 
have had in the classroom as well as 
on the field. 

Shaw made the Academic All-Big 
Eight Honor Roll last season. His 
cumulative grade point average, 
with a biological science major, is 
3:75: 


The other walk-ons among 
Nebraska’s first two units include 
split ends Reggie Baul and Brendan 
Holbein, offensive linemen Brady 
Caskey and Bryan Pruitt, fullback 
Jeff Makovicka, defensive tackle 
Jason Pesterfield, linebackers Jared 
Tomich, Clint Brown and Darren 
Schmadeke, defensive back Dave 
Alderman, place-kicker Tom Sieler 
and punter-place-kicker Darin 
Erstad. Matt Turman, the No. 3 
quarterback, also walked-on. 

Some, like Wilks, have been 
awarded scholarships. Others are 
playing while paying their own 
expenses. 

Shaw began fall camp without a 
scholarship, even though walk-ons 
who earn their way onto the first 
team typically are put on scholar- 
ship, particularly in their senior sea- 
sons. About three weeks into prac- 
tice, a scholarship opened up and he 
got it. 

“T had no hard feelings that I 
wasn’t given one,” he said. “They 
just didn’t have any to give. They 
were between a rock and a hard 
place. I see other players who are so 
close and deserve scholarships, too. 
But times are tough.” 

Having a scholarship is testament 
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to what a walk-on has accomplished. 
It’s a point of pride, according to 
Shaw. “The first thing people will 
ask is: ‘You play ball?’ When you say 
you do, the next thing they want to 
know is: ‘Are you on scholarship?”” 

Shaw didn’t need a scholarship 
for that reason. “But I earned it,” he 
said. “I was a longshot to make it 
here. The coaches would have 
thought so, too, They would have 
said: ‘We’ll have to wait and see 
about him.’ 

“I don’t think many people 
believed in me, except my family. 
My first two years, people would 
say: ‘What's HE doing there?’” 

Even his friends told him he 
couldn’t play football at Nebraska. 
“Tt was hard at first because there 
were so many negative people. But I 
thought I could do it, and I put my 
last ounce of energy into it. I isolated 
myself because | didn’t want to lis- 
ten to negative attitudes,” Shaw 
said. “I didn’t want to be around 
people like that.” 

Wilks is adamant the NCAA 
should keep the door open to walk- 
ons. “They should have a right to 
earn a scholarship,” he said. 

Scholarship or not, walk-ons 
should have the right to compete. 
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Fine food served in a delightful atmosphere 
at affordable prices. That’s the Charter 
House Restaurant. For dinner choose from choice 
Nebraska beef, scrumptious seafood, several chicken 
entrees, plus pasta, too. Breakfast, lunch and dinner 
Monday through Saturday and a magnificent Sunday 


brunch. Serving wine, beer and your favorite cocktail. 


Senior citizens 10% off anytime. $1 off Sunday Brunch 
with your church bulletin. Closed Sunday evenings. 


Charter House Restaurant at Best Western Regency West 
909 South 107th Avenue (1-680 & Pacific Street) 
Omaha (4.02) 397-8000 
Outside Omaha (800) 642-8044. 


SCOUTING 


ansas State is no longer the 
“Mildcats.” In fact, a 4-0 start 


for the 1994 football season 
has the Wildcats thinking about 
doing things no recent Kansas State 
teams have ever dreamed of doing. 

A possible Big Eight Champion- 
ship and an Orange Bowl berth are 
probably what the Wildcats think 
they can accomplish this year. And 
,of course, Kansas State can’t get on 
the road to Miami unless it beats 
Nebraska on Oct. 15 in Manhattan, 
Kan. 

Kansas State has never won a Big 
Eight title, has been to just two bowl 
games and has had just four winning 
seasons since 1955. 

Kansas State Coach Bill Snyder 
isn’t talking about beating the 
Huskers, but he’s using Nebraska as 
a measuring stick for his program. 

“There is a matter of consistency 
involved,” Snyder said. “If you get 
to the top, how long can you stay 
there? Nebraska has been at the top 
of the Big Eight since I was a child, 
and that was a long time ago. Now, 
that’s great consistency.” 

What Snyder has done with the 
K-State program could also be called 
great. 

Since taking over the team, 
Snyder has led what used to be 
called the worst program in the 
nation to respectability. In 1988, 


1994 KANSAS ST. 
FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 


Record — 4-0 
Sept.3 SW Louisiana W, 34-6 
Sept. 17 Rice W, 27-18 
Sept. 24 Minnesota W, 35-0 
Oct. 6 @Kansas_ W, 21-13 
Oct. 15 Nebraska 
Oct. 22 @ Colorado 
Oct. 29 @ Oklahoma 
Nov. 5 lowa St. 
Nov. 12 @ Missouri 
Nov. 19 Oklahoma St. 
Nov. 25 vs. UNLV 
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Nebraska vs. Kansas St. 


Mildcats no more, KSU is demanding and earning respect 


October 15, 1994 © 11 a.m. (CDT) ¢ ABC Television (regional coverage) 


KSU Stadium ¢ Manhattan, Kan. 


Snyder’s first year, the Wildcats 
were 1-10. After steady improve- 
ment, Kansas State finished 9-2-1 in 
1993, going 1-1-1 against Nebraska, 
Oklahoma and Colorado in a three- 
week period. 

The Wildcats also saw post-sea- 
son action a year ago, blasting 
Wyoming, 52-17, in the Copper 
Bowl. 

Snyder's team appears to be tak- 
ing the next step in 1994, The 
Wildcats won their first four games, 
including a 21-13 victory at Kansas 
on Oct. 6 in a nationally televised 
game. 

“We're awful pleased with the 
fact our program was able to make 
some progress,” Snyder said. “We 
take a great deal of pride in the fact 
that we brought our program to this 
level.” 

One of the reasons Kansas State is 
earning respect throughout the 
nation is its defense. The Wildcats 
are giving up less than 10 points per 
game, and are sixth in the nation in 
total defense. 

Kansas State is especially tough 
against the pass, yielding just 72.6 
yards per game through the air. 


The front four is the strength of 
the ‘Cats. Sophomore Nyle Wiren 
and junior Dirk Ochs start at end 
while junior Tim Colston and senior 
Darrell Harbert are the tackles. 

The ability to put heat on oppos- 
ing quarterbacks is a strength for 
Kansas State. Seven ‘Cats recorded 
sacks in the first three games of the 
year, wins against Southwestern 
Louisiana, Rice and Minnesota. 

The Wildcats probably have the 
best athlete in the conference at line- 
backer in Percell Gaskins. Besides 
being the conference Newcomer of 
the Year in 1993, he also was the 
NCAA high jump champion at the 
indoor national meet. 

This season, Gaskins has picked it 
up a notch on the football field. He 
averages about nine tackles per 
game,has a quarterback sack and has 
forced one fumble. 

Gaskins is joined by seniors Kirby 
Hocutt and Lair Veatch. Hocutt 
leads the Wildcats in total tackles, 
averaging about 10 per game. 

The secondary was the biggest 
question mark Snyder had about his 
defense heading into the year, and it 
has responded well. The four first- 
year starters — cornerbacks Joe 
Gordon and Chris Canty, free safety 
Chuck Marlowe and strong safety 
Clyde Johnson — have proven it’s 
tough to throw the ball against 


Kansas State, 

Johnson picked off three passes in 
Kansas State’s first three games 
»while Marlowe has recovered a 
fumble and broken up a team-high 
two passes. 

Offensively, the Wildcats have 
one of the best passing quarterbacks 
in the country in Chad May. 
Remember what the first-team All- 
Big Eight quarterback did against 
Nebraska last year? He threw for a 
career-high 489 yards in a losing 
cause. 

May set the all-time school record 
for most yards in a season last year 
with 2,682 yards, and he’s on an 
impressive clip this year. In four 
games, he has thrown for 953 yards 
and seven touchdowns without hav- 
ing a pass picked off. 

May has good targets to throw to. 
Wide receiver Tyson Schwieger is 
averaging six catches per game for 
an average of more than 70 yards. 
Running back J.J. Smith is averaging 
nearly four catches per game out of 


HUSKER 2-DEEP 


OFFENSE 
Reggie Baul 5-8 170 
Brendan Holbein 5-9 180 
Rob Zatechka 6-5 315 
Brady Caskey 6-4 290 
Joel Wilks 6-3 280 
Steve Ott 6-4 275 
Aaron Graham 6-3 280 
Bill Humphrey 6-2 265 
Brenden Stai 6-4 300 
Bryan Pruitt 6-1 255 
Zach Wiegert 6-5 300 
Brady Caskey 6-4 290 
Matt Shaw 6-3 235 
Eric Alford 6-2 225 
Brook Berringer 6-4 210 
Matt Turman 5-11 165 
Cory Schlesinger 6-0 230 
Jeff Makovicka 5-10 210 
Lawrence Phillips 6-0 220 
Damon Benning 5-17 205 
Abdul Muhammad 5-9 160 
Clester Johnson 5-11 210 
Tom Sieler 6-5 205 


DEFENSE 

Christian Peter 6-2 285 
Scott Saltsman 6-2 255 
Terry Connealy 6-5 275 
Jason Pesterfield 6-3 260 
Dwayne Harris 6-2 225 
Grant Wistrom 6-5 230 
Donta Jones 6-2 220 
Jared Tomich 6-2 250 
Troy Dumas 6-4 220 
Clint Brown 6-1 215 
Doug Colman 6-3 240 
Phil Ellis 6-2 225 

Ed Stewart 6-1 215 
Ryan Terwilliger 6-5 220 
Barron Miles 5-8 165 
Darren Schmadeke 5-8 

Tyrone Williams 6-0 185 
Leslie Dennis 5-8 165 
Kareem Moss 5-10 190 Sr 
Octavious McFarlin 6-0 180 Fr 
Tony Veland 6-2 200 Jr 
Eric Stokes 5-11 175 So 
Darin Erstad 6-2 195 So 


Depth charts were compiled October 9. # = duplicate number 


the backfield, and split end Kevin 
Lockett is averaging more than 11 
yards per reception. 

Smith’s running ability is keep- 
ing opposing defenses from stack- 
ing the secondary. He is averaging 
103 yards per game on the ground, 
28th best in the country and fifth 
best in the conference, 

The line Smith runs behind is 
solid. Senior tackles Barrett Brooks 
(a 6-foot-5, 295-pounder) and Jim 
Hmielewski (6-7, 310) provide plen- 
ty of beef up front. First-year starters 
Jason Johnson at center and Kendyl 
Jacox and Chris Oltmanns have 
plugged holes to help the Wildcats 
form a solid line. 

Kansas State’s win against Kansas 
began a string of four consecutive 
games against rated opponents. The 
Wildcats play Nebraska at home, 
then travel to Colorado and 
Oklahoma. The next three weeks 
probably will determine where the 
Wildcats spend their break over the 
holidays. 


WILDGAT 2-DEEP 


OFFENSE 

Kevin Lockett 6-0 175 
Todd Hlasney 6-0 180 
Barrett Brooks 6-5 295 
Jeremy Martin 6-3 300 
Kendyl Jacox 6-1 285 
Ross Greenwood 6-3 300 
Jason Johnson 6-2 270 
David Squires 6-3 280 
Chris Oltmanns 6-6 305 
Brian O'Neil 6-3 275 
Jim Hmielewski 6-7 310 
Scott Heun 6-4 295 
Brian Lokja 6-6 260 
Bobby Latiolais 6-5 265 
Chad May 6-2 220 
Matt Miller 6-1 205 
Dederick Kelly 5-11 220 
Rod Schiller 6-0 215 
J.J. Smith 6-0 205 
Leon Edwards 5-B 165 
Tyson Schwieger 5-10 175 
Ron Brown 5-7 160 
Martin Gramatica 5-9 


DEFENSE 
Nyle Wiren 6-1 
Matt McEwen 6-2 
Tim Colston 6-1 
Ray Eagle 6-4 
Darrell Harbert 6-1 
Kelly Greene 6-2 
Dirk Ochs 6-4 
Dart Forst 6-2 
Laird Veatch 6-3 
Darren Holmes 6-0 
Kirby Hocutt 5-10 215 
DeShawn Fogle 6-2 235 
Percell Gaskins 6-1 215 
Mike Ekeler 5-10 200 
Chris Canty §-10 190 
Glyde Bouler 5-10 175 
Chuck Marlowe 6-1 185 
Steve Hanks 6-0 200 
Clyde Johnson 5-10 195 
Mario Smith 6-0 190 
Joe Gordon 5-9 175 
Keith Porter 6-1 190 
Eric Hardy 5-10 185 


* =injured, but probable for game 


° Chris Fowler, 

ESPN: That's a 

good one. I'll take 

Kansas State in an 

upset. No Tommie 

Frazier catches up 
with Nebraska and mucho 
respect for (Chad) May. 
Kansas State 30, 
Nebraska 28. 


¢ Steve Alvis, Nebraska ETV, 
Lincoln: If the Huskers can con- 
tinue to put points on the board, 
they'll be able to win. It'll be an 
up-hill battle with the loss of 
Tommie Frazier, but | think the 
Huskers can continue unbeaten. 
Nebraska 28, Kansas 
State 14. 


® Jack Donoghue, 
Holdredge Daily Citizen: OF 
course, it’s a different game 
now, the quarterback situation 
being what it is. And we know 
the quarterback situation at K- 
State, so the Huskers’ pass 
defense will have to be strong. 
It was close in Lincoln last year, 
and playing down there this 
year, | expect a very tough 
game. Nebraska 23, 
Kansas State 20. 


¢ Rich Headley, Alliance 
Times-Herald: For Nebraska the 
key will be to stop the pass. Last 
year Kansas State tore up the 
Huskers through the air. OF 
course, Brook Berringer will 
have to continue to improve in 
order for Nebraska to stay 
unbeaten. Nebraska 31, 
Kansas State 24. 


¢ Jim Rose, Host of 
“SportsDay MidAmerica”: The 
purples gambled millions on 
21st century coaches and facili- 
ties at a time when the program 
couldn't find anybody to help 
change a flat tire. Today, those 
bluffs around once football- 
sleepy Manhattan are home to 
real life Wildcats; hipp, confi- 
dent and very fuzzy about their 
stumbling, bumbling, inept 
“puddy-tat” ancestors. Careful 
Nebraska, the jokes about K- 
State football are old and you 
might be the only ones sill 
laughing. Nebraska 35, 
Kansas State 27. 
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Black Shirts 
Blank Pokes 
After First 
Quarter 


efore the start of the second half of 
Brees: 32-3 victory against Oklahoma 

State at Memorial Stadium, Husker defen- 
sive coordinator Charlie McBride got his players 
together and told them: “It’s ours now.” 

Brook Berringer, the Cornhuskers’ starting 
quarterback, was finished for the afternoon after 
his left lung had partially collapsed, the way it 
had the previous game. Berringer was forced to 
watch from the sideline. 

Tommie Frazier, the starting quarterback two 
weeks earlier, was listening to the game from a 
hospital room because of a 
blood clot problem. 

When McBride explained OKLA. ST. 
the situation to his defense, 

“what went through our REVIEW 
minds was, we've got tostepit [7 = 
up. If they don’t score any 

points on us, we win,” defen- 

sive tackle Christian Peter 

said. 

The Cornhuskers led 9-3 at 
the time. Nine points were 
enough. 

“We were hungry,” said 
Peter, who made eight tackles, including one 
quarterback sack. “We didn’t want to let those 
guys do anything on us. 

“We came out smoking. It boosted our confi- 
dence. We know now we can shut people down.” 

Even though offense wasn’t the strength of an 
Oklahoma State team that came to Lincoln with a 
3-1 record, the Cowboys had three additional 
offensive opportunities as a result of Nebraska 
fumbles. They capitalized only on the first, taking 
a 3-0 lead on a 27-yard field goal by Lawson 
Vaughn less than five minutes into the game. 

After that, yards, much less points, were diffi- 
cult to come by, particularly in the second half. 
After intermission, Oklahoma State managed two 
first downs and 24 yards. 

The Cowboys finished with 40 yards net rush- 
ing. “If we can’t run the ball some, it is awful diffi- 
cult on us,” Coach Pat Jones said. 

“I think they’ve got some struggles at quarter- 
back, but they’ve still got an awful good support- 
ing cast. Their defense will have to turn it up. 
They can win ballgames with the defense and the 


The Cowboys could never get their running 
game going as Nebraska limited them to 40 
yards on the ground. 


Oklahoma State game photos by Robert Berry 
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time you get down to your third- 
team quarterback, there are going to 
be problems,” said Jones. 

Matt Turman, to whom Jones 
referred, directed Nebraska to three 
touchdowns in the second half. 
“He’s a good third-string quarter- 
back,” Jones said. “He’s a nice kid, 
and he did a good job under the cir- 
cumstances.” 

Turman had a good supporting 
cast, and took advantage of it. I-back 
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A little luck helped holder Jon 
Vedral (25) connect with 
kicker Darin Erstad in the end 
4 zone after a botched 


@| two-point conversion, but 


there was nothing lucky 
about I-back (1) Lawrence 
Phillips’ 221 yards rushing. 


Lawrence Phillips rushed for 221 
yards and three touchdowns. The 
yardage, on a career-high 33 car- 
ries, gives him 1,006 for the sea- 
son. Halfway through his sopho- 
more season, Phillips is halfway 
to 2,000 rushing yards, a total 
only Mike Rozier has achieved. 
§ §=©And Rozier won the Heisman 
Trophy the year he did it. 

Phillips went into the Okla- 
homa State game ranked third in 
the nation in rushing yards per 
game. He could win the national 
rushing title. 

“As a team we can,” Phillips 
said. “And if the team does, I have a 
good chance, too.” 

The performance was as good as 
he’s had during his still-young 
career, said Phillips, who has run for 
at least 100 yards in all six games, 
despite a sore foot that has “been 
bugging me fora couple of weeks.” 

His touchdown runs were of 2, 2 
and 7 yards. But he was most 
pleased at being complimented by 
Frank Solich, who coaches the run- 
ning backs, for getting yards after 


contact. 

Phillips said he and the other I- 
backs expected to carry a lot when 
Turman entered the game, “so Matt 
could settle in.” 

Damon Benning and Clinton 
Childs, Phillips’ back-ups, combined 
to rush for 87 yards on 13 carries. 
Childs scored the final touchdown, 
on a 7-yard run with 3:48 remaining 
in the game. 

“We were ready for the chal- 
lenge,” said Phillips. “Even though 
we've lost a couple of guys, we’re 
getting the job done. We have confi- 
dence in Matt. He called the plays 
like nothing was wrong.” 

The Cornhuskers finished with 
475 total yards, with 372 coming on 
the ground. Berringer completed 10- 
of-15 passes, for 75 of the yards. 

Nebraska's yardage was balanced 
between the first and second half. 
“Offensively, we've been fairly 
steady throughout the season,” said 
Coach Tom Osborne. “We’re missing 
a little firepower here and there, but 
we've still got a lot left.” 

Oklahoma State’s strength is 
defense, Osborne said. But without 
the turnovers, the Cornhuskers 
might have taken control in the first 
half. 

Nebraska got all of the points it 
needed on an 11-play, 57-yard drive 
directed by Berringer and capped by 
Phillips with 13:14 remaining in the 
first half. Tom Sieler’s extra-point 


kick went wide left, however. 

Darin Erstad increased the lead to 
9-3 by kicking a 48-yard field goal 
with 4 seconds left in the half. 

Erstad also caught a two-point 
conversion pass from Jon Vedral, fol- 
lowing the second touchdown in the 
second half. Erstad lined up to kick, 
but Vedral couldn’t handle the cen- 
ter snap, scrambled to his feet and 
under heavy pressure, heaved the 
ball toward the left corner of the end 
zone. 

“The fullback is supposed to head 
for the corner. I didn’t really see 
him (Erstad),” said Vedral, a walk- 
on wingback from Gregory, S.D. “I 
just knew we were supposed to have 
people there. I saw a blur, a glimpse 
of red out of the corner of my eye.” 

Straight on, he saw Oklahoma 
State linebacker Linc Harden bearing 
down on him, “staring me in the 
face. I remember releasing the ball 
and seeing No. 6 (Erstad) catch it,” 
Vedral said. “I thought, you’ve got 
to be kidding me. I’m not going to 
lie to you. It wasn’t planned.” 

No one who saw the play would 
have argued that it was. 

Vedral, who later completed a 
shovel pass on a fake field goal, had 
never thrown a pass_ before 


TOUCHDOWN BUICK 


Saturday, at any level of competi- 
tion. 

“Maybe he’s the next quarterback, 
huh?” Osborne said as he concluded 
his post-game interview. 

Vedral wasn’t interested. 
“Quarterback is not the position for 
me,” he said with a laugh. 

Turman can get the job done, said 
Vedral. “You've got to have confi- 
dence people can step up.” 

That’s particularly important with 
undefeated Kansas State up next. 
Wildcat quarterback Chad May com- 
pleted 33-of-44 passes for 379 yards 
in Kansas State’s 21-13 victory 
against rival Kansas, in Lawrence, 
on the Thursday night before the 
Oklahoma State game. 

May completed 30-of-51 passes 
for 489 yards against Nebraska last 
season at Memorial Stadium. 
Containing him will be difficult. 
May has yet to throw an interception 
this season. “We've got to get a little 
pass rush going. They (the Wildcats) 
looked good, really good,” said 
Peter. 

The offense needs to step up, too, 
and Peter is convinced it will. “We 
know that the offense can do what- 
ever they want,” he said. 

Berringer went to the hospital for 


additional tests after the Oklahoma 
State game. His status for the Kansas 
State game was uncertain. 

“T will go with what the doctors 
say. If they say he can’t play, he’s 
not going to play,” Osborne said. 
“You go with what you've got.” 

That could be Berringer, or it 

could be Turman, with Veland as the 
back-up. “Veland has had so few 
snaps (in practice). We'll just have to 
see.” 
Moving Veland from free safety 
to quarterback full-time significantly 
affects the defense. But “we've got to 
go down (the depth chart) at least 
two players,” said Osborne. “Maybe, 
we'll audition (quarterbacks) on 
Monday.” 

Cornerback Barron Miles, who is 
also playing strong safety, was a 
high school quarterback. “Where we 
go from here, I don’t know. 
Manhattan (Kan.), I guess,” he said, 
pointing out the only thing that’s 
certain right now. 

“We'll try to get this thing put 
back together.” 

As he left the South Stadium var- 
sity lounge after his post-game inter- 
view, Phillips said, jokingly, he 
could probably play quarterback. 

It hasn’t come to that, yet. 


Nebraska Scores Again with the Buick Special Edition Park Avenue and Regal 


Special Edition Park Avenue (SG) 


Special Edition Regal (SF) 


Right now your participating Quality Buick Dealer has a Special Edition Park Avenue 
and Regal for you! Buick’s Special Editions are loaded with options and specially 
priced...but only for a limited time! See your Quality Buick Dealer today. 


* Prices shown are available for a limited time only; Supplies are limited. Tax, title, and license extra. See participating dealer for details. © 1993 Cliff Houser & Associates Advertising Corporation. 
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Life is full of opportunities. It is up to us to rise up 
and seize them. 

At Security Mutual Life, we’ve been helping people 
achieve their financial goals for nearly 100 years. And 
our sound management practices and strong strategic 
planning have made us one of the strongest, most secure 
insurance companies in the Midwest. 

To find out how we can help you reach your goals, 
contact your Security Mutual Life representative. Don’t 
let opportunity slip through your fingers, call Security 


Mutual Life today. 


Security 


Mutual Life™ _ 


Dedicated to Your Security urity 
Since 1895 


200 Centennial Mall North 
Lincoln, NE (402) 477-4141 


Nebraska offices in Scottsbluff, Kimball, McCook, North Platte, Kearney, 
Burwell, Valentine, Columbus, Norfolk, Milford, Spencer, Albion, Fremont, 


Lincoln, Beatrice, Omaha, Oakland and Bellevue. 


STATISTICS 


Nebraska 
Okla. St. 


First Downs 

Rushing 

Passing 

Penalty 
Rushing Attempts 
Yards Gained Rushing 
Yards Lost Rushing 
Net yards rushing 
Net yards passing 

Passes attempted 

Passes completed 

Had intercepted 1 
Total plays 51 
Total net yards 136 

Avg. gain per play eae 
Fumbles-lost 2-1 
Penalties-yards 3-31 
Punts-yards 9-372 

Avg. per punt 41.3 
Possession time 23:05 
Third Down Efficiency 3-15 


5.4 
4-3 
5-49 
2-69 
34.5 
36:55 
7-14 


SCORE BY QUARTERS 
De 2s -4 
0 9 146 7 — 
S Oy Oe 10, — 


DEFENSIVE LEADERS 


NEBRASKA 
Tackles 


Player Solo Asst. 
Stewart 1 
Peter, C. 2 
Moss 0 
Ellis 2 
Brown 2 
Williams 2 
Wistrom 0 
Stokes 0 
Colman 0 
Pesterfield 1 
Connealy 1 
Dennis 1 
Veland 0 
Hesse 1 
Saltsman 0 


=0-0$+$NNOHO—-NNFOA 
oooo-+oqo00ccecco0- 0 


OKLAHOMA STATE 
Tackles 
Player Solo Asst. 
Elliott 6 8 0 
Hobbs 1 11 0 
Adams 8 


INDIVIDUAL LEADERS 


RUSHING 
NEBRASKA 
Player Att. Yds. Avg. Long TD 
Phillips 33) «221° 6:7) “45 
Childs 6 Fish ANTE 
Benning 7 6.0 18 
Schlesinger 6 48 13 
Makovicka 4 6.5 10 
Turman 6) 6 1.0 6 
Washington 1 5 5:0) = 5 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
Player Att. . Avg. Long TD 
Thompson 11 Siem als 0 
Jefferson 5 3.0: 9 0 
Richardson 6 1.3 6 0) 
Jones 7 -3.7 1 0 


PASSING 
NEBRASKA 

Player Att/Comp.int. Yds. TD 
Berringer 15/10 (¢) 75 0 
Turman 4/1 0 23 0 
OKLAHOMA STATE 

Att./Comp.Int. Yds. TD 

20/6 1 96 0 


Player 
Jones 


RECEIVING 
NEBRASKA 
Player No. Yds. Long 
Muhammad 4 53 23 
Childs 2" "22 16 
Benning 1 7 ti 
Gilman 1 5 5 
Baul OPS ) 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
No. Yds. Long 
Denson 1 34 34 
Jones, D. 2 33 25 
Thompson 1 15 15 
1 
1 


Player 


Watts 11 11 
Richardson 3 3 


FIELD GOALS 
NEBRASKA 

Player Att. Comp. Long 
Erstad 1 1 48 
Sieler 1 0 0 

OKLAHOMA STATE 
Player Att. Comp. Long 
Vaughn 1 1 27 


Sacks Int. 


oooocoooco°ccoo0-c0co0 


Sacks Int. 


0 
0 
0 


\] 
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(6 GAMES) 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING 
Name GsATtt. Yds. YPG Ids. 
Phillips 6 131 1,006 167.6 10 
Frazier 4 33 248 62.0 6 
Childs 6 40 285 475 4 
1 Benning 6 43 268 446 2 
Schlesinger 6 33 248 41.3 2 
Makovicka 6 25 190 31.6 O 
Berringer 6 28 141 23.5 5 
Schuster 4 7 59 148 O 

PASSING 

Name G C-A-| Pet, Yds. Tds. 
Frazier 4 19-44-2 431 273 4 
Berringer 6 34-55-2 618 338 3 
Turman 5 4-8-0 .500 65 0 

RECEIVING 
Name G_ No, Yds. YPC YPG Tas. 
Baul 6 9 97 AOS AGS] 
Phillips 5 8 78 98 156 0 
Holbein 6 6 46 CO w7:6e 1 
Alford 4 4 116 29.0 29.0 3 
Muhammad 6 11. 139 12:6 23:2) 1 

DEFENSE 
Name G UT AT IE Int Sacks 
Stewart 6 15 26 41 0 0 
Moss Sein, aes 720) 1 1 
Peter, C. 6 9 14 «23 te) 45 
Colman 6 8 13. 21 0 1 
Ellis 6 8 13 21 0 0 
Dumas 6 9 10 19 0 0 
Harris 6 7 11 18 0 2 
Wistrom 6 5 12 WF 0 1.5 
Williams,T. 5 14 2 16 2 0 
Stokes 6 4 11 15 0 0 
! Miles SiO me TOM ae eG 
Tomich 6 8 4 12 0 1 
| Jones 6 6 6 12 0 1 
Veland Ge 4 W 2 0 
Brown Bie 4 1 0 0 
Connealy 6 3 7 10 0 1.5 
Terwilliger 5 6 3 9 0 2 
Dennis 6 6 2 8 1 0 
Hesse 6S 3 8 0 0 
Minter Zao, 4 7 0 0 
TEAM STATISTICS NU OPP 
Total Offensive Yards 3,262 1,690 
Net Rushing Yards 2,580 444 
Passing Yards 682 1,246 
Scoring ist 2nd 3rd 4th TOT 
NU 50 78 72 56 266 
Opp 0 See Oe 30 29 93 
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1994 SEASON STATS 


1994 NEBRASKA 
FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 
Record — 6-0 
vs. W. Virginia 
@ Texas Tech 
UCLA 
Pacific 
Wyoming 
Oklahoma St. 
@ Kansas St. 
@ Missouri 
Colorado 
Kansas 


Aug. 28 
Sept. 8 
Sept. 17 


W, 31-0 
W, 42-16 
W, 49-21 
W, 70-21 
W, 42-32 

W, 32-3 

11:00 a.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
TBA 

1:00 p.m. 
@ lowa St. 1:00 p.m. 
@ Oklahoma 1:30 p.m. 


Oct. 1 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 15 
Oct, 22 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 5 
Nov, 12 
Nov. 25 
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He’s not flashy. And 
campaigning for 
awards isn’t his style. 
But line up Donta 
Jones against an 
offense and watch the 
fireworks begin 


By Mike Friend 


t really doesn’t take very long 
for a University of Nebraska 
football player to feel like a star. 

Whether it’s the 76,000 fans at 
Memorial Stadium on a home 
Saturday, or the weekly press con- 
ferences that draw every writer from 
Omaha to Gering, the player is usu- 
ally overwhelmed by attention. 

But the attention isn’t what Donta 
Jones is playing for. 

That’s because the 6-foot-2, 220- 
pound outside linebacker from La 
Plata, Md., never expected any of it 
in the first place. 

“T never thought that I’d play 
football for a school like Nebraska 
when I was coming out of high 
school,” Jones said. “I look back over 
the years, and I think things have 
gone pretty well for me. Hopefully, 
they will continue to go that way.” 

Jones, a senior out of Pomfret 
McDonough High School near metro 
Washington D.C., has fulfilled his 
dream of becoming a big-time col- 
lege football player. Jones doesn’t 
campaign for the Butkus Award, he 
doesn’t seek out the television cam- 
eras, and he doesn’t promote any 
loud, Brian Bosworth-type of hyste- 
ria on — or off — the football field. 

Simply put: Jones just plays. 

“Donta Jones is real intense and 
real physical,” Nebraska tackle Zach 
Wiegert said. “The man never runs 
out of energy. I mean, he’ll chase a 
play down from anywhere on the 
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field. He’s not that big, but the way 
he plays, he comes off feeling a lot 
heavier.” 

In 1993, Butkus Award winner 
Trev Alberts, a first-round draft 
choice of the Indianapolis Colts, cap- 
tured the hearts of Nebraska fans 
everywhere. 

When Alberts went down against 
Oklahoma with a dislocated elbow, a 
little-known linebacker named 
Dwayne Harris stepped in and stole 
the show. 

Where was Jones during this 
whole ordeal? Where he always is: 
Right in the heat of the battle. 

Jones, along with the rest of the 
Black Shirts, rattled Oklahoma quar- 
terback Cale Gundy. Jones also 
recovered a fumble in that game and 
returned it 7 yards as Nebraska 
locked up a shot at Florida State and 
a chance for a national champi- 
onship in the 1994 Federal Express 
Orange Bowl. 

But recent talk, the kind of talk 
that seemed to revolve around 
Alberts last year, has shifted to 
Harris, as well as other parts of the 
Husker defense. 

It’s a situation that doesn’t bother 
Jones at all. 

“Tt’s hard to fill the spot of some- 
body that played as well as Trev,” 
Jones said. “In a lot of ways I think 
that’s good because I can come out 
and catch them underestimating me. 
I can go out and prove that I’m wor- 
thy of filling that spot. It all moti- 
vates me to play harder.” 


A relentless attacker, outside 
linebacker Donta Jones has a 
knack for flying at the football. 


On a defense that prides itself on 
speed and strength, Jones fits right 
into the mix. 

He was selected the 1994 Husker 
Lifter of the Year, and Co-Lifter of 
the Year in 1993. Jones holds the 
school position record for the Pro- 
Agility run with a 3.95 time, and he 
has also been clocked at 1.58 in the 
10-yard dash. 

“Donta has great speed and he is 
very aggressive,” said Nebraska 
linebacker coach Tony Samuel. 
“He’s always the first guy out for 
wind sprints. That’s the type of play- 
er he is.” 

While Jones admits that he isn’t a 
Brian Bosworth or a Broderick 
Thomas, he believes that he does 
carry an attitude. Jones knows that 
attitude is often the trademark of a 
linebacker’s job. The result is a lead- 
ership quality that many other play- 
ers can see during games. 

“He started this revelation with 
his hands,” inside linebacker Doug 
Colman said about Jones. “He’ll 
raise his hand high to signify a top 
shelf play, or put his hand down low 
to show some bottom-shelf stuff. The 
top shelf stuff means that we're 
playing some pretty good defense. 
Needless to say, no one wants to be 
a part of the bottom shelf.” 

The top-shelf plays are a result of 
consistently violent and effective 


Photos by Bob Berry 


play. Jones believes, like most line- 
backers, that a player can never 
show a weakness or let his guard 
down. He points out that defensive 
players have to hit as hard as they 
can, as much as they can, and intimi- 
date their opponent. Mainly because 
a lot of bad things can happen to a 
player if he doesn’t. 

“T would describe my play as 
very aggressive,” Jones said. “Just 
like a fly or a gnat or something like 
that. They always want to be around 
a person and bother them. 

“Well, every time I see a ball in 
somebody’s hands, I just like to fly 
to the ball,” he said. “I just like to 
harass that person as much as I pos- 
sibly can.” 

Wiegert says that Jones is suc- 
ceeding. 

“He never gets tired on you,” 
Wiegert said. “If you stop for a sec- 
ond, he’ll burn you. 

“I hope that other teams underes- 
timate him, because if they do, they 
are in for a long day,” he said. “He is 
definitely a ‘Trev type’ of player.” 

The ‘Trev type’ of numbers 
haven't been achieved yet, but there 
are reasons for that. As a junior, 
Jones missed three games with a 
severe ankle sprain. He started seven 
of his last eight games and made 25 
tackles in all. 

Jones graduated in August with a 
degree in business administration, 
and said that he is interested in 
someday owning his own business. 
Unless, of course, he gets a shot in 
the NFL. 

But for the time being, Jones and 
his teammates have some unfinished 
business. And he hopes they finish it 
in the Orange Bowl on New Year’s 
Night. 

“We're all looking at the same big 
picture,” he said. “We want to get 
back to the ‘Big Show’ and we want 
to be national champions. The main 
thing is that we stay focused as a 
defense.” 

And while Jones may not be excit- 
ed about being thrown into the lime- 
light personally, he can think of 
nothing more fun than rushing out 
in front of a massive crowd, and 
doing what he loves to do best. 

“& couple of players have a slo- 
gan: Feel at home on the field,” Jones 
said. “That’s kind of how I feel, too, 
when I’m out there. I’ve been play- 
ing for a long time out there. 

“You're out there to win, and 
you're out there to have fun and you 
let yourself be free,” he said. 
“Sometimes free to do as you please 
on the field.” 
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Nebraska 
Wesleyan’s new 
head coach and 
former Husker 
linebacker, Steve 
Stanard, has 
hired four former 
NU players to 
help him keep 
his program at 
the top 


Familiar a 
Surroundings 


he crowds are smaller, the 
players for the most part are 
smaller and the coaching 
staffs are smaller than what former 
Nebraska linebacker Steve Stanard 
was used to during his playing 
career. But football at Nebraska 
Wesleyan, a small college in Lincoln 
where Stanard now works, is just as 
important as any NCAA Division I- 
A program in the nation. 

At least, that’s what Stanard 
thinks. And it took him about five 
minutes of his first game at the 
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NAIA Division II level to make that 
discovery. 

Stanard, who is in his first year as 
head coach of the Plainsmen, was 
hired as Wesleyan’s defensive coor- 
dinator in 1991. Before his first game 
at Wesleyan, he was expecting a big 
letdown coming from Nebraska, one 
of the top football programs in the 
nation. 

“When I first came here, and I 
saw some of the stadiums we would 
play in, I figured it would be 
tougher to play football without 


76,000 fans in the stands,” he said. 
“But once the ball is snapped for the 
first time, you don’t pay any atten- 
tion to the fans. Football is football 
for the athletes, and football is foot- 
ball for the coaching staffs. It’s the 
same sport, and just as important, no 
matter where you are.” 

Stanard, 28, last January took over 
one of the most successful small col- 
lege football programs in the mid- 
west over the past six years. In that 
span, Wesleyan has qualified for the 
national playoffs three times. In 
1989, the Plainsmen became the first 
team from the Nebraska 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
(now the Nebraska-lowa Athletic 
Conference) to win a post-season 
game. 

This year, Stanard has led the 
Plainsmen to a 2-2 record in what is 
considered a rebuilding year for 
Wesleyan. 

Stanard isn’t the only former 
Husker on the Wesleyan staff. Of his 
10 assistant coaches, four are former 
Nebraska players. They are defen- 
sive backs coach Zeke Cisco, 
receivers coach Morgan Gregory, 
defensive ends coach Bruce Moore 
and defensive line coach Ray 
Valladao. 

The staff got an early introduction 
to small-college football during the 
second week of the season. 
Wesleyan had to travel to Helena, 
Mont., to play Carroll College. 
Instead of getting on an airplane and 
making the road-trip in a few hours, 
the Plainsmen boarded a bus and 
spent 20 hours traveling to their 
game. 

“Welcome to small college foot- 
ball,” said Moore, who just last 
January was playing for Nebraska in 
the Orange Bowl for the national 
championship against Florida State. 
“Il remember when we went to 
Washington my junior year, it took 
four hours to fly there and I thought 
it took forever. I didn’t know how 
good I had it.” 

Stanard’s reaction to his first long 
trip at Wesleyan was similar to 
Moore’s reaction. 

“IT remember I sent Coach (Tom) 
Osborne a note shortly after my first 
trip that said you don’t notice how 
good you have it until you don’t 
have it anymore,” he said. “That was 
my first reaction. But the pluses of 
coaching football on this level are far 
more plentiful than the negatives.” 

Stanard doesn’t mind the travel 
problems. He figures long trips help 
bring his team closer, and it forces 
him to be better prepared. 


The Wesleyan/Cornhusker 
connection (from left to right): 
Bruce Moore, Ray Valladao, 
Steve Stanard, Morgan Gregory 
and Zeke Cisco. 

But fortunately, Stanard’s team 
has just two trips that are more than 
five hours from Lincoln. 

“It's different, but you just have 
to be more focused and concentrate 
more on what you have to do,” he 
said. “At major college programs, 
you tend to have a set routine. On 
our level, the routine changes every 
week. You have to be ready for 
change.” 

Stanard’s coaching career is prob- 
ably the result of his injury-filled 
career at Nebraska. While playing 
for Nebraska from 1984-87, he suf- 
fered a shoulder injury and a career- 
ending calf injury. 

He describes his career with hon- 
esty. 
“It was frustrating,” he said. “But 
maybe that’s why I decided to 
become a coach.” 

Before the 1988 season, Osborne 
asked Stanard to join his staff as a 
student coach. He also spent a year 
as a graduate assistant before joining 
the staff at Wesleyan. 

Before Osborne approached him, 
Stanard had never thought about 
coaching. 

“T never imagined myself as a 
coach,” he said. “I was a business 
major. I thought I was going to 
become a business tycoon and make 
lots of money.” 

Since becoming Wesleyan’s 


coach, Stanard already has made 
some significant changes. Before, 
Wesleyan was pass-happy, often 
leading the conference in throwing 
yards. During his first press confer- 
ence as Wesleyan’s coach, he vowed 
to place more of an emphasis on the 
run. 

Obviously, Stanard’s Nebraska 
ties are strong, 

“Some of the things Nebraska 
does are very good, and I’m sure 
we'll utilize them,” Stanard said. 

As defensive coordinator, Stanard 
changed the Plainsmen defense to 
the 4-3, the formation he learned at 
Nebraska while he was a graduate 
assistant. 

Stanard got an early welcome to 
the head coaching ranks. When he 
took the job last January, 
Wesleyan didn’t have a non- | 
conference game on the sched- 
ule. 

He found three teams that 
would probably contend for 
the NIAC title. 

Wesleyan went 1-2 against 
those foes. , 

“We had a tremendous 
opportunity early in the sea- 
son, and that should help us 
throughout the season,” 
Stanard said. “We got an early 
look at what it will take to win 
the conference.” 

Stanard is content, and com- 
fortable, running the show at 
Wesleyan. He has just one full- 
time assistant coach on his 
staff— offensive coordinator 


Kevin Haslom — and the rest are 
pretty much volunteer positions. In 
addition, Stanard also serves as the 
recruiting coordinator for the 
Wesleyan athletic department. 

Stull, he could see himself coach- 
ing at the small-college level for a 
long time. And he also can see him- 
self trying to move up the coaching 
ladder. 

“If any opportunity presents itself 
to me, I’d certainly look into it,” he 
said. “But at the same time, I’m 
happy here. This is a great job, and | 
feel very fortunate that they chose 
me to lead it.” 


Moore has traded in cushy 
airplane trips for 20-hour bus 
rides at Wesleyan. 


Photos by Bob Bary 


RECRUITING 


he Nebraska Cornhuskers are 
| one of a handful of college 
football programs in the coun- 
try where playing in the offensive 
line can bring a player as much pub- 
licity as playing tailback. In fact, 
when you think of the Huskers, you 
think of that big, hulking offensive 
line 
It’s an honor to be a member of 
the Huskers’ line, and the players 
come in different ways to 
Huskerland. Yes, at times the 
Husker offensive lineman is a 
bonafide prep All-American, but 
many times he’s a blue collar worker 
from the state of Nebraska who 
grew up in the Husker weight room. 

The Husker coaching staff looks 
for the best offensive linemen in the 
country to fuel that superb offense. 
This season, they won't have to look 
far for one of the very best. 

Tim Ridder (6-7, 285, 5.1) of 
Omaha (Creighton Prep), Neb., is 
one of two players in the state of 
Nebraska (running back Ahman 
Green is the other) who is regarded 
as a preseason All-American. 

Ridder has been playing football 
for only the past four seasons. He's 
strong (320-pound bench press), but 
it’s his quickness that sets him apart 
from most offensive lineman. Tim 
comes from nice Husker bloodlines. 
His uncle Dave played defensive 
end for the Huskers in 1983. 

“Nebraska has great tradition in 
the offensive line,” Ridder said. 
“They are impressive they way they 
come off the ball and control a ball- 
game. That would be something to 
be a part of that group.” 

Brandon Drum (6-4, 245, 4.9) of 
Columbus (Scotus Central Catholic), 
Neb., is another in-state talent who 
will play college football. Drum is a 
dynamite defensive lineman on the 
prep level, but when looking ahead, 
most see a tremendous offensive 
guard on the college level. 

“Brandon really gets after people 
defensively on this level,” Central 
Catholic Head Coach Jim Puetz said. 
“T think he’s got the talent to be an 
outstanding defensive player in col- 
lege, but I know most college coach- 
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Continuing The Tradition 


Offensive linemen have always received attention in the Husker 
system, and the talent considering NU is definitely outstanding 


By JAMES HALE 


WHERE MAENB EER? 


Offensive Linemen 


Ht. 


Wt. 40 High School 


285 5.1 Omaha (Creighton) 
245 4.9 Columbus (Scotus) 
255 5.3 Deer Park, Tx. 
280 5.2 Abilene, Tx. 

265 5.1 Boulder, Co. 


es are looking at him on the offen- 
sive end. He’s quick and strong and 
plays with a great attitude.” 

Drum list Nebraska as the big 
leader, with Kansas State, lowa, and 
Texas A&M having outside shots. 

Nebraska has always had a solid 
recriting pipeline in Texas, and they 
are in the hunt for one of the best 
offensive line prospects in the Lone 
Star state. Keith Frierson (6-7, 255, 
5.3) of Deer Park, Tex., is regarded as 
one of the top three offensive line 
prospects in Texas and one of the 
top ten in the country. It will be 
tough to get Frierson to leave Texas, 
but if he does, then the Huskers 
should get lucky. 

“Nebraska always has a winning 
program,” Frierson said. “You can 
just count on it. How many other 
programs can say that? They always 
seem to play on national television, 
and I know they are going to a bowl 
game every year.” 
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PES 
A powerlifter in high school, 
Mickey Anderson might leave 


Texas to play for the Huskers. 


Florida and Texas Tech will also 
get a visit from Frierson. 

Mickey Anderson (6-4, 280, 5.2) 
of Abilene (Cooper), Tex., is another 
top-five offensive lineman in Texas 
who may look north, A powerlifter 
with a 320-pound bench press and 
515-pound squat, Anderson is lean- 
ing towards OU, along with Texas 
A&M, Nebraska, and Texas . 

Rex Tucker (6-6, 230, 4.7) of 
Midland (Lee), Tex., says he will 
visit Miami, with hopes of visiting 
Nebraska, lowa and Texas A&M. 
Kevin Garman (6-4, 285, 5.3) of Ft. 
Worth (Haltom), Tex., is another 
highly-touted offensive lineman 
who likes Nebraska, Texas A&M, 
Tennessee and Colorado. 

In Colorado, Corey Kish (6-5, 265, 
5.1) of Boulder, Co., has drawn 
tremendous attention. He’s national- 
ly rated, but to get him out of 
Boulder will be a chore. The Huskers 
are trying, along with OU and 
California. Jamar Nesbit (6-5, 290, 
5.0) of Summerville, 5.C., is regarded 
as one of the best in the country. 
Nesbit says he will visit Nebraska, 
along with Clemson, Georgia and 
Georgia Tech. 

The Huskers hold the early lead 
on Chad Deal (6-5, 275, 5.3) of 
Council Bluffs (Lewis Central), lowa. 
Deal can bench 350, loves the 
Huskers’ weight room, and at the 
moment, has Nebraska ahead of 
Iowa, his childhood favorite. James 
Sherman (6-4, 285, 5.1) of Whittier, 
Calif., is leaning towards leaving 
California to play in Huskerland. Big 
Eight foe Colorado may be the 
Huskers’ top competition. 

Look for Nebraska to offer at least 
five scholarships to offensive line 
recruits. 


ebraska Athletic Director 

Bill Byrne will have a short 

night Friday, before the 
Cornhusker football team plays 
Kansas State in Manhattan, Kan. He 
wort lose sleep over the challenge 
Nebraska is almost certain to face at 
KSU Stadium, which will be filled to 
capacity. 

Well, he might lose a 
little sleep over that, with 
good reason. But it’s not 
why his night will be 
short. Byrne plans to be 
partying on Friday night, 
with the Cornhusker bas- 
ketball team. That's right, 
partying. 

Coach Danny Nee’s 
ninth team will be intro- 
duced when the clock 
strikes 12 o’clock, in “Midnight 
Magic” at the Bob Devaney Sports 
Center, on the night before the 
Kansas State game. The event will 
include contests, magic tricks and 
other entertainment, including the 
final rounds of three-on-three bas- 
ketball tournaments for men and 
women. The preliminary rounds 
were held at the campus recreation 
center Oct. 5. The top four teams in 
the men’s and women’s divisions 
will compete, leading up to the 
appearance by Nebraska’s coaches 
and players. 

Under NCAA rules, practice can- 
not begin until Oct. 15, two weeks 


It’s A 


earlier than a year ago 

Doors at the Sports Center are 
scheduled to open at 10:30 p.m. 
Admission is free. 

“It’s a party. That’s what we’re 
trying to have,” said Byrne, who 
intends to be among the revelers. 

A pep rally for the Nebraska foot- 
ball team on the Friday night before 
the first home game against UCLA 
drew an estimated 35,000 to 
Memorial Stadium. Such is the 
enthusiasm for Cornhusker 
athletics. 

i Nebraska’s championship 

banner from the 1994 Big Eight 
Tournament also will be 
unveiled, as the Cornhuskers 
begin five weeks of practice 
leading up to the regular-sea- 
son opener in the San Juan 
Shootout in San Juan, Puerto 
Rico. They also have exhibitions 
scheduled for Nov. 4 and Nov. 16 at 
the Devaney Sports Center. 

With the Big Eight Tournament 
title, the first in school history, and 
four consecutive 
NCAA Tournament 
appearances, Nebraska 
is shedding its foot- 
ball-only image. “It’s 
hard to break out of 
the mode of being 
called just a football 
school,” Byrne said. 
“But Danny Nee and 
Husker fans are doing 
it.” 


KIND 
MAGIC 


Nebraska is finally shedding its 
football-only image as the 
basketball team, preparing to tip 
off its ninth season under Danny 
Nee, appears to be on solid footing 


6< 
Sines a real 
personal 
identification 
with the players. 
I’ve noticed the 
basketball fans 
here are ... really 
fanatic.” 


— Athletic Director Bill Byrne 


However, they aren’t doing it at 
the expense of the football program, 
which puts Nebraska in select com- 
pany, according to Byrne. “Look at 
the national powers. Think of the 
schools with great football and great 
basketball programs. Michigan. 
UCLA. Florida State, but not until a 
few years ago.” In the Big Eight, 


See HOOPS page 30 
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is nickname is _ the 
“Turmanator,” a play on the 
Arnold Schwarzenegger 


movie character the “Terminator.” 
At 5-foot-11 and 165 pounds, 
though, Matt Turman bears scant 
resemblance to Schwarzenegger. 

Tight end Mark Gilman was the 
first to call Nebraska’s sophomore 
quarterback the “Turmanator.” 

“T like it,” Turman said, after 
playing the entire second half in the 
Cornhuskers’ 32-3 victory against 
Oklahoma State on Saturday. 

About midway through half- 
time, Nebraska Coach Tom 
Osborne was notified that Brook 
Berringer, the starter, couldn’t 
play the second half. 

Berringer’s left lung had again 
partially collapsed, as it had the | 
previous Saturday, during a 42-32 
victory against Wyoming. 

Berringer was taken to the 
Student Health Center for x-rays 
during the halftime break, a pre- 
determined, precautionary plan. 
He knew when he got in the 
police car for the ride to the 
Health Center something was 
amiss. 

“T could tell,” Berringer said. 
“I've had a couple of weeks of 
practice at this (a collapsed lung). | 
I knew there was a problem.” 

Berringer said the problem 
occurred when he took a hit as he 
was running an option, just as it 
had in the Wyoming game. When 
he spoke with reporters after the 
game, the lung had been reinflat- 
ed, and he felt fine. 

Whether or not he’ll be able to | 
play against Kansas State this 
week, however, is uncertain. “I 
want to be in there,” said 
Berringer. “I want to play as long 
as I can,” 

In the event Berringer can’t 
play, Turman, a walk-on from 
Wahoo, Neb., will be the starter. 
Three weeks ago, he was third- 
string. When Tommie Frazier was 
sidelined with a blood clot prob- 
lem, which apparently has ended 
his season, Turman moved up to 
No. 2. 

Now, Turman might find him- 
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He’ll Be Back! 


The Turmanator, Matt Turman, has proven he can run the Husker 


offense when it runs out of warm bodies 


By MIKE BABCOCK 


self No. 1, with Tony Veland, the 
starting free safety against 
Oklahoma State, as his back-up. 
With Turman in the game, and 
Berringer out, Veland watched most 
of the second half from the sideline. 

“T told Tony early in the second 
half he wasn’t going to play any- 
more,” Osborne said. 

If something were to happen to 
Turman, Veland would be next. So 
Osborne wasn’t going to risk getting 


Veland injured. 

“I’m in good shape, just a few 
bumps and bruises,” said Turman, 
who found himself the center of 
attention during post-game inter- 
views in the South Stadium varsity 
lounge. 

Nebraska led 9-3 when Turman 
entered the game. He directed three 
touchdown drives and completed a 
two-point conversion pass to tight 
end Eric Alford after the first touch- 
down, That pass, under consid- 
erable pressure, “was a big 
boost,” he said. 

Turman handled the pres- 
sure as if he were a veteran. “I 
was more anxious than ner- 
vous,” he said. “I’m glad the 
defense went three-and-out so I 
could get that first play out of 
the way. I have confidence in 
myself. I think today I gained 
some confidence of the players 
and the coaches.” 

Turman already had the 
confidence of Turner Gill, 
Nebraska’s quarterbacks coach. 
“He handled himself well. He’s 
a great competitor, and he 
knows our offense,” Gill said. 

Turman, whose father Tim 
is the head football coach at 
Wahoo Neumann High School, 
is football smart. About his only 
mistake was a mishandled snap 
} from center. He didn’t let the 
mistake bother him, though, 
said Gill. 

Turman also refused to be 
intimidated. On a carry near the 
goal line on the first of his three 
scoring drives, he was violently 
twisted after the whistle by 
Oklahoma _  State’s Jevon 
Langford, who was penalized 
| for a personal foul. The 
| Cowboys probably were testing 
him because he was new, 
Turman said. “I think I showed 
them I’m a pretty tough guy.” 

Turman completed 1-of-4 


Matt Turman refused to be 
intimidated by Oklahoma 

| State guiding the Huskers to 
23 points in the second half. 


“Tm glad ’m 
playing 
quarterback 
at the 
University of 


Nebraska. 


When you sit 
back and 
think about it, 
I’m living my 
dream, poy 
much.” 


— Matt Turman 


passes, in addition to the conversion, 
and carried six times for 6 yards. 
Though not flashy, he was effective. 

“Matt did a good job under the 
circumstances,” Osborne said. 

Before Turman took his first snap, 
Gill told him to take a deep breath to 
relax. Turman said he also remem- 
bered some advice that Berringer 
gave him before he played in his 
first game at Nebraska, in last year’s 
76-14 victory against North Texas. 

“Brook told me to be sure that I 
got the snap, to stay with the cen- 
ter,” Turman said. 

The rest was easy, thanks to those 
around him. “The offensive line, 
they were amazing. They were blow- 
ing guys off the line,” he said. 

“Everything they said was 
encouraging. No one showed any 
doubt.” 

Turman, who walked on after 
being recruited as a defensive back, 
asked to play offense when he 
reported for fall camp his freshman 
year. He wanted to play quarterback 
but because the Cornhuskers had 
enough at that position, he became a 
wide receiver. In the spring of his 
freshman year, he got his wish and 
moved to quarterback. 

He has yet to be given a scholar- 
ship, but he wasn’t complaining on 
Saturday. Quite the contrary. 

“I'm glad I’m playing quarterback 
at the University of Nebraska. When 
you sit back and think about it, I’m 
living my dream, pretty much,” said 
Turman. 

Or, af you 
“Turmanator.” i 
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OUR THOROUGH EYE EXAM 
IS WELL WORTH LOOKING INTO 
At Pearle, you'll get a comprehensive eye exam from an experienced 
Doctor of Optometry. A doctor who will discuss your history and your 
lifestyle needs. A doctor who will answer your questions. A doctor 
who will make sure you get the prescription that’s right for you. And 
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N-Street 
Drive In 


‘Nebraska s Largest Package, Beverage Stare” 


DISCOUNT PRICES * CASE DISCOUNTS 
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From page 27 


“Oklahoma has had great football 
and basketball programs,” said 
Byrne. “But it’s hard to do both of 
them well.” 

Cornhusker basketball not only 
has been successful on the court, it 
also is enjoying the same type of fan 
support that will allow the Nebraska 
football program to extend its 
NCAA record of consecutive sellouts 
at Memorial Stadium to 200 when 
the Cornhuskers play Colorado Oct. 
29. 

Nebraska basketball tickets are 
becoming similarly scarce. “For so 
long, people have been unable to get 
football tickets, so they’ve adopted 
the basketball team,” Byrne said. 
Many who hold season basketball 
tickets don’t hold season football 
tickets. 

Basketball “is a more personal 
game than football. There’s a real 
personal identification with the play- 
ers,” said Byrne. As a result, “I’ve 
noticed the basketball fans here are 
... really fanatic.” 

That fanaticism — or more accu- 
rately, affection — was evident after 
the 77-68 victory against Oklahoma 
State in the championship game of 
last year’s Big Eight Tournament at 
Kemper Arena in Kansas City, Mo. 
In addition to well-wishers along 
the highway on the bus ride back to 
Lincoln that Sunday night, a large 
and enthusiastic crowd was on-hand 
in the Sports Center to applaud the 
Cornhuskers and their accomplish- 
ment. 

Nebraska has won or shared a 
conference basketball title of any sort 
only seven times, most recently in 
1949 and 1950, with a tie for the Big 
Seven championship. 

“You guys pulled us through 
down there (in Kansas City),” Eric 
Piatkowski, a first-round NBA draft 
pick, told the euphoric audience. 
There was a time when such a sce- 
nario would have seemed unlikely, 
except for football. 

Successful football and basketball 
programs can co-exist. Cornhusker 
basketball, without proper due in 
the past, is now on solid footing. “I 
want it to be that,” said Byrne. 
“Indeed, I believe it is.” 

Byrne will participate in the cele- 
bration on Friday night, but he 
might not stay until the end. “I’m 
getting up real early the next morn- 
ing,” he said. And driving to Kansas 
State. 
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No matter if you follow football, baseball, basketball 
or volleyball, the Huskers Illustrated Hotline will 
bring you all the information you need. With <a" 
on recruiting, scouting and games, you will have 
immediate information within your reach. All you 
need is a phone and Husker Spirit. 


$2.00 for the first 
minute 
$1.00 for each minute 
thereafter 


Callers under 18 must 
have parents’ 
permission 


DAILY FOOTBALL REPORTS 


News straight from the Husker practices. Get the inside on 
drills, injuries and thoughts on the upcoming game. Updated 
by 8 p.m. (CST) on practice days. 


SCOUTING REPORTS 


An overview of the Huskers’ next foe. Get the stats, 
matchups and two-deeps. Updated by 8 p.m. (CST) Friday. 


FOOTBALL GAME RECAP 


If you don’t get to see the game, call us for a complete game 
recap. We'll tell you who the heroes were and when the big 
plays occurred. Online within two hours of the game’s end. 


RECRUITING NEWS 


Weekly reports on the players Nebraska is pursuing and 
who wants to play their college ball for the Big Red. Our week- 
ly reports will break down the Huskers’ needs by position. 
Updated by 8 p.m. (CST) Friday. 


BASKETBALL NEWS 


A featurized look at what’s going on in Danny Nee’s program 
as it prepares for the upcoming season. Updated by 8 p.m. 
(CST) Friday. 


ALL SPORTS ROUNDUP 


This is where you can find the latest scores and team 
records for the non-revenue Husker sports. Updated by 8 p.m. 
(CST) Friday. 
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